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Jennifer Thompson 

“I might not know what my future holds, 
but I know the One who holds my future” 

would well describe the thoughts much of 

the year for me, my family and the staff of 

Casa de Amor. This time last year we were 

only dreaming of the day when we would be 

here doing this. Well, as it happened, the 

HERE is quite a different place than we 

originally planned with our finite minds. 

God shook us to our very roots earlier this 

year as it became excruciatingly obvious that 

our vision was very different from that of 

the medical organization that invited us to 

work with them in Bolivia. We (my family 

and I) were forced to examine everything 

from our faith to our motives to our       

support base as we sought the Lord on what 

to do. I made the painful decision to resign 

in April and as I explained in our letter to 

supporters, “what now?” was the prayerful 

cry of our hearts for six long weeks. Then 

on June 8 my email crossed with my family’s 

and both said “Let’s continue!!!” Around 

that time everything started falling in place 

to potentially continue on legally with the 

same staff and children in a new home    

under a new organization. Miraculously the 

Lord put together every single detail for that to 

happen!! Within only a few days we stum-

bled upon a gorgeous house to rent, received 

the assurance that the Casa de Amor team 

would come with us, got the process        

underway for our own non-profit in Bolivia 

and were given a non-profit organization in 

the states. And best of all we received the 

wholehearted blessing of the government for 

our six kids to go with us, along with their 

ultimate stamp of approval—another child!!  
 

By July 11 we were all together in our lovely 

new home much closer to the city of Cocha-

bamba. The next day the government asked 

us to shelter a little lost boy and the flow has 

kept up steadily since then. As I write this in 

August, several have moved on but nine  

children ages 1 month to 3 years old keep 

four rotating caregivers busy night and day. 
 

Join us in rejoicing God’s AWESOME love 

and provision for His children! 

“Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples! Sing to Him,                                  
sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! Remember His marvelous works which He has done” Psalm 105:1-2, 5 

New Home, New Organization, Same Ministry New Home, New Organization, Same Ministry   
By Jennifer Thompson 
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Meet Rosa Sarzuri, our social worker and administrative assistantMeet Rosa Sarzuri, our social worker and administrative assistant 

Rosa fills two crucial roles in our children’s home. She 
not only completes all the social work (often            
complicated when birth family members are involved) 
but has very naturally become my administrative      
assistant. I am so grateful for a trustworthy “right hand” 
and her invaluable insight into the culture. She also sets 
an amazing example for all here of servanthood. A   
volunteer once told me, “Jennifer, I think if you told 
Rosa she was going to mop the floors all week she would 
do it and gladly!” Whenever she has a free moment she 
goes straight to help with the kids and chat with the staff 
about how everything is going.   
As you will see through the following interview 
(translated), Rosa takes her work seriously but more 
than that, views it as a ministry.  
 
Describe how you met the Lord and how 
He has impacted your life 
 In the third year of university I met three  
Brazilian football players. They invited us to a dinner in a 
classmate’s room. (Students have little money and we 
were going where there was food. Our objective was to 
eat!) Before dinner they read us the Bible and preached 
to us. I remember that the words touched my heart and I 
understood that God knew all of my works. At the end I 
lifted my hand and prayed. This was the first time that I 
felt that God was present. In February 1996 I was     
baptized in Iglesia Comunidad Cristiana (Christian        
Community Church) in Potosi. Now nine years have 
passed since I met Jesus and I go to an Assemblies of God 
church in Quillacollo. 
 
Since meeting Christ I have learned to live a new style of 
life and it’s all a continual process. Now I am learning 
that God has a purpose with my life. He has cared for me 
from my mother’s womb so that I would be able to 
serve Him by helping others and giving them His word.  
 
Describe your family 
 We are eight: my father Marcial, my mother 
Asunta, and my brothers and sisters: Freddy, Javier, 
Aurora, Raúl, Teresa, then me. I was born in Villazón 
[southern border city] September 3, 1971. When my 
mother was pregnant with me my father abandoned the 
family. Seven years later he suddenly reappeared. My 
mother is a wonderful woman—she forgave him      
everything and now they have lived together for years in 
Villazón. My siblings all live in Jujuy, Argentina.  
 
Share some of your previous experiences in 
work and ministry 
 From 1999 to 2004 I worked with Food For 
The Hungry International (FHI) a Christian institution in 
rural development. I worked in communities located in 
the countryside of Cochabamba in the Children’s      

Development Program. For three years I worked as 
field technician and 2 ½ years as coordinator.         
Supporters sent correspondence to their children and I 
personally would deliver and help in their answers and 
taking pi ctures. 
 
My other duties were strengthening the local churches, 
training leaders of the churches (leaders of the church, 
Sunday School teachers and youth leaders) in a Biblical 
vision, visiting all the families of the children who were 
in the program (264 families) to share God’s Word, 
and meeting with and training the heads of families 
with problems like alcoholism and interfamily violence.  
Each year we visited ten families twice a month.  
 
For me the most impacting thing is that God was   
working with us. FHI was a ministry to God for my life 
before it was a work and it was here where I           
understood His purpose in my life. 
 
I am a Sunday School teacher for girls ages 8-13 years 
old at my church. Also, every Monday evening we visit 
the Quillacollo jail for males living with their wives and 
children and I am in charge of teaching the kids. 
 
Describe your position as a social worker: 
 I believe I am an instrument of God...in the 
case of our children to make all efforts possible for 
their reinsertion or return to their original families, or 
if this is not possible to support in all social             
investigations for an adoptive family. The most       
important thing is that our boys and girls have a family 
where they receive love, fundamental values and     
Biblical principles. It is our work to pray that each child 
would have a family. 
 
...and as administrator: 
 We are all administrators of the possessions 
of God and when He returns He will ask an account of 
each one of us. I personally feel obligated to carry out a 
good administration. To accomplish this I need a good 
relationship with God so that I can consult with Him 
for all the decisions that Jennifer and I must make.  
 
Our home is a ministry where God permits us to serve 
Him (James 2:14-17, Matthew 25:34-36), seeking how 
our children can grow in wisdom, in stature, and in 
favor with God and man (Luke 2:52) and develop  
completely.  
 
Every day for us is a constant growing experience, we 
are learning, and we do not forget that God is with us. 
 

On September 24 Rosa will marry David, an accountant 
with FHI. Several CDA staff as well as kids look forward 
to participating in the wedding. 
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“Our home 
is a     
ministry 
where God 
permits us 
to serve 
Him” 

  



Laura’s Story Laura’s Story Laura’s Story Laura’s Story Laura’s Story Laura’s Story Laura’s Story Laura’s Story         
by Amber Millerby Amber Millerby Amber Millerby Amber Millerby Amber Millerby Amber Millerby Amber Millerby Amber Miller 
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FarewellsFarewellsFarewellsFarewells    

 
 
 
The day that Jennifer called me to say that there was a new little girl at Casa de Amor isn’t one I will soon 
forget. As she told me over the phone about this poor young child’s story, I wanted to cry. I couldn’t    
imagine watching my father brutally kill my mother and then go to prison, or being torn away from every 
family member I knew when I was only five years old. I began praying for Laura and willed the time to pass 
quickly until I could meet her. 

I was able to meet Laura the next day. She was adorable with her two 
little pig-tails and the biggest, most inquisitive eyes I think I’ve ever 
seen. I sat down and started talking to her and eventually coaxed a 
few words and a shy smile out of her. She seemed so vulnerable, I wanted to take her in my 
arms and never let anything bad happen to her again. 
 
It took a little time but Laura began to warm up to us all and to share her feelings about 
what had happened. She seemed okay with everything, but she missed her brothers. We were 
able to visit them and watching all three of them love on each other and play together was 
so sweet. In fact, I think “sweet” would be the best word to describe Laura. Despite all that 
had happened, she radiated with love for everyone. It is humbling sometimes to see the 
character of Christ shine so clearly out of little children when we adults struggle so hard to 

do what is right. We could all learn to love from Laura. 
 

Laura has moved to a different home (Bolivia Youth Ministries, www.bym.org) where there are only girls and she has many 
friends. She also was excited at the prospect of going to school there. We were a little sad to see her go, but know that it is better 
for her. Even though she was only here a short time, Laura impacted all of our lives. We still talk about her and remember how 
she exemplified Christ’s command to love others. Thank you for praying with us that in her new home she will be able to learn 
more about the Lord and continue to grow in His character and give her heart and life to Christ as her Savior.  

Laura visiting her brothers in 
another local children’s home 

On July 19 after a special time of prayer we said goodbye to three of 
our little boys. Although its hard to let go children that seem like 
“yours”, this is our vision: to provide the best care possible for  
children until they can reenter a family.  
 
Victor & Kalep (4 & 3) were two of our very first children last year 
and some of you have met them personally. They now live with their 
mother in a tropical area of the country where she has work and  
family. Her sister has moved in with her to care for the boys while 
she works long days. We pass on the heartfelt thanks their mother 
gave as they left for helping her through a difficult time. Their 
little brother Pedro (1 year) will stay with us for now.  
Update! We are just back from a trip with Pedro to visit his mom and 
brothers. It was great to see them again, and best of all, they appear to be 
doing very well! 
 
Josué (2) was a little boy with us for only one week but in that short time managed to endear himself to us all. He even 
had us all believing his name was “Chiqui”! He was found lost on a highway, picked up by the police, then taken to the 
government and we were called. After some investigations his young father and grandmother were able to reclaim him.  
 
Thank you for praying with us that these little ones stay safe, happy and healthy in their families and that Rosa and  
Jennifer would have wisdom in their follow up with the families.  

Left to Right: 
Chiqui, Jennifer & Juanito, Victor, Pedro & Kalep with  

their mom, Laura, Rosi with Liliana, Rosario with Angel 
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Meet Board Member Dawnita WilliamsMeet Board Member Dawnita WilliamsMeet Board Member Dawnita WilliamsMeet Board Member Dawnita WilliamsMeet Board Member Dawnita WilliamsMeet Board Member Dawnita WilliamsMeet Board Member Dawnita WilliamsMeet Board Member Dawnita Williams         

Each newsletter we look forward to introducing you to one of our very special board members!Each newsletter we look forward to introducing you to one of our very special board members! 

For awhile it seemed that we (the Thompson Family) could not go to Russia without being with either Danny 
or Dawnita Williams in our “pre-Bolivia ministry” days. Danny was on Jennifer’s first trip back to Russia after 
her sister Emma’s adoption in November 1999 and the two families quickly became good friends and partners 
in serving the neediest children of Russia. Jennifer even went to Spanish classes at their church when Danny 
was planning a trip to Guatemala and Jennifer one to Bolivia. Then last year, Dawnita gave us a beautiful 
shower to bring in donations for our work here. We admire their wholehearted commitment to bring God’s 
love to children around the world even as a young growing family.  

Dawnita writes from Plano, Texas: 

 

Describe how you met the Lord and how He has impacted your life.   
 I was blessed to be raised by two Godly parents. I gave my life to  

Jesus when I was 11 years old. I have seen God’s hand in my life in so many 

ways. He has sustained me through good times and through bad. Proverbs 

3:5-6 
 

What do you and your husband do?   

 Danny is a manager at Texas Instruments. I am blessed to be a  

homemaker. Danny and I met in our church youth group and have been 

married for 18 years.  
 

What are the names and ages of your children?   

 Victoria (4), Jacob (7), Jonathan (9), and Sergey (14) 

 

Tell us about each of your children and how they arrived to you.   

 Jonathan was adopted from Russia in September 1997. Jacob was born to us in June 1998. Victoria came to us 
in June 2002 from Russia. Sergey was adopted from Russia in June 2005. 

 

Which countries have you two ministered in and why?   

 I have traveled to Russia on 4 orphan ministry trips. Since our first adoption in 1997, I have had a special place 
in my heart for the orphans in Russia. Danny has been on mission trips to Russia, Guatemala, Belize and Mexico. He 
has done orphan ministry as well as evangelistic outreaches.   

 

What are other ways that you minister?   

   At our church, Cottonwood Creek Baptist, I have served in the    
children’s ministry and the mission’s ministry. I have also been trained as a 
Stephen Minister.  

 

Why is reaching out to children-at-risk such an important part of 
your lives?   

   From the time Danny and I were first married we have been actively 
involved in Children’s ministry in some capacity. We have worked with       
toddlers through high school students at different times. After adopting   
Jonathan in 1997 God gave us a burden for reaching orphans. From that time 
we have sought God for opportunities to share the love of Jesus with          
desperately needy children. 

 

The Williams Family  

First family photo at airport  

arriving back from Russia with Sergey! 

Dawnita, Sergey, Danny  

Victoria, Jonathan, Jacob 

How can I help?How can I help?  
  

• Monthly financial support 
• Staff  sponsorships  

• Donation of  airline mileage! 
• Volunteer for long term childcare  

• Item donations (see webpage for cur-
rent list and more information) 

 
As you are led to help, you can mail  

your check made out to “GOAL”   
(Global Orphan Assistance League)  

to the address on the back. Thank you!!! 



Abigail 

Edgar 

Abigail 

Edgar 

Luis 

Luis 
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Some of our 

“arrival photos” 

Josué 

Josué 

The same kids 

only days or 

weeks later 
A common question is “Why are 

there so many orphans?” The first  

answer is that the majority are NOT 

orphans. So the much more difficult 

question becomes “Then why are 

there so many children in need of a 

place to live?” As described in our  

brochure and webpage, “Several factors 

contribute to the problem, including deep 

poverty (70% of the population), lack of 

basic medical care (one in three women 

will die in childbirth), and the breakdown 

of the family unit from God's perfect   

design.”  

I can further describe “family break-

down” as alcoholism, drug use  (often 

glue—cheap, legal, available, but highly 

toxic), abuse in all forms, abandon-

ment by either the father or mother or 

both, strained family relations,     

teenage pregnancy and just plain   

irresponsibility. Often most or all of 

these factors are present in just one 

young child’s history! You can begin 

to see that the situations we hear of 

on a day to day basis are actually    

sadder than if the children were     

orphaned. I could go on with story 

after story but will just give examples 

from our newest three children, all 

with concerned family members who 

sought help to give these young     

children a chance at a future. 

 

In late July a 19 year old alcoholic 

mother abandoned her family for  

another man. The father struggled to 

continue working as well as care for 

his dying mother and young children, 

but when he broke his hand in an 

accident he quickly lost all hope.   

Luis (3 1/2), a smart outgoing kid, is     

recovering from burns all down his 

back and side, inflicted by negligence 

or purposely by his mother. Beautiful, 

delicate Noemi (16 months) is severely 

malnourished, parasite-ridden and 

anemic—too weak to walk.  
 

One week later the government     

simply showed up at our door with a 

distraught woman and newborn. The 

long twisted tale goes something like 

this: the lady’s sister has shown signs 

of mental retardation and instability 

for five years and has two sons by a 

man who lives on the street stealing 

for a living. He has no interest in his 

sons. She lives with her sister (the lady 

who came) but is terribly inconsistent 

in her care of the new baby boy and 

the sister is in the middle of a very 

abusive situation with her husband. 

The oldest child, barely 1, lives with 

his grandmother who is currently in a 

hospital in another city for burn  

treatment. Even though the sister who 

came to us seeking help already has 

her own children, she seems          

determined to get on her feet again 

and be able to care for her two    

nephews with her mother.  
 

This aunt and father plan to visit  

Sundays, their only day off.  

Pray that each staff member and vol-

unteer would stay ready to point any 

visitor to the Light! 

 

NEWS: We are now seeking full time 

ministers specifically for this harvest 

field of broken families. Contact us 

for more info! 

“You can begin to see that the situations… 

are actually sadder than if the children were orphaned” 

                        WHY ARE THERWHY ARE THEREE  SO MA SO MANNY?Y? 
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Casa de Amor 
561 Farms Road 

McKinney, TX 75071 

 
USA 

Carl & Glenda Thompson 
US Contacts 

561 Farms Road 
McKinney, TX 75071 
Phone: 972-562-4496 
Fax: 972-542-6678 

 
 

 
BOLIVIA 

Jennifer Thompson 
Founder/Director 
Casilla 2302 

Cochabamba, CBBA 
Phone: (4)443-2526 
Cell: 714-20051 

Jennifer@casadeamor.org 

Contact us! 

www.casadeamor.org 

Casa de Amor (“House of Love” in Spanish) is a ministry of GOAL (Global Orphan Assistance League) to reach out to chil-

dren in need in the impoverished South American country of Bolivia. Since our greatest desire is to “turn the hearts of the fa-

thers toward their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers (Malachi 4:6),” we will pursue family reinsertion, 

adoption or long term foster care for each child. 


