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Many Blessings

By Jennifer Thompson

(God has blessed us tremendously in so many

ways at Casa de Amor. Looking back over the
past twelve months, I am awed at how far God
has brought us and the favor He continues to
pour upon us. A few of my favorites:

* My family relocating to Bolivia to serve
with us in the ministry. What a change for
the better!

The privilege of being front row witnesses
to the joy of three international adoptions
with more soon to come!

Meeting so many wonderful people, both
Bolivians and internationals, who come to
serve with us and make such an impact on

Casa de Amor.

Watching the vision and ministry of Casa
de Amor Il continue to develop and
improve, not to mention watching the kids
grow!

Seeing God continue to provide every
month which means we never have to say

no to a child due to lack of funds
(currently 27 make their home with us)

Not only keeping a good reputation with
the local government and court but even
hearing the comment “best homes in

Cochabamba”.

Along with so many joys and privileges, there
are always challenges that keep us on our knees
and aware of how much we need God and
others. God has taught me so many things
through sicknesses and difficulties with the
kids, crash courses on the world of
Cochabamba’s street population, social strife
in Bolivia, discouraging paperwork roadblocks,
coming to the brink of burn out but recovering
with great advice and support, watching my
family sell out in Texas and move, and so many
other circumstances, but how faithful He has
been!

Thank you for your continued support and
may “God be merciful to us and bless us, and
cause His face to shine upon us, that His way
may be known on earth, His salvation among

all nations (Psalm 67:1-2).” @

I will praise you, oh Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all your marvelous works. Psalm 9:1




1 like to be
caring,
laugh, sing,
and be
happy
together with
them.”

Casa de Amor

Meet Sarin Herrera
Caring for the kids with lots of joy at Casa de Amor’s Baby Home

H Tell us about your family
0]

Describe your work in Casa de Amor as
caregiver to the kids

Describe your relationship with Why do you enjoy working with
the Lord the children at Casa de Amor?

$!

Top 10 Reasons to be a Casa de Amor Volunteer
By Amber Miller
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“For one thing
there is no such
thing as ‘normal’
when you have a
dozen or more
children running
around.”

What happens on a normal day at Casa de
Amor?! Well, for one thing there is no such
thing as "normal" when you have a dozen or
more children running around. The most you
can hope for is "not

too crazy". But there

are some things that

are a part of each

day and can help

give people an idea

of what we do

In one home, the
older children
typically go to
school in the
mornings. That
means that the
younger ones get
to receive a little
more attention for a few hours. They learn
how to draw or cut paper (and sometimes
they apply that last skill to their hair as well)
and usually have several hard lessons each day
in how to share with others. It's a great time
for volunteers to just love on

by e
A Day in the Life of a Volunteer cveryone, and
By Amber Miller, CDA Volunteer Coordinator chores for some of

Casa de Amor

holding a little warm body that worships

it can make a horrible day turn into
something wonderful. Of course, along with
the fun part comes other not-so-fun jobs:
mountains of cloth diapers to scrub,

‘ ] hundreds of runny
noses to wipe (not
really, but in the winter
it seems that way!) ,
messes to clean up, and
disagreements to settle.
But generally the good
outweighs the bad and
you just remember the
smiles of the kids.

Afternoons include
naptimes for nearly

the older children.
It's sort of humbling to watch a seven-year-old
wash all her dirty clothes by hand knowing
that you complain sometimes about having to
wash yours...with a washing machine. I
actually had to go get my laundry one time

the kids that are there and
make them feel important by
letting them help with
projects like making cookies
or sweeping, or even cleaning
their room. (Hint: Don't ever

let the kids think they're

or you've lost them!)

In the other house the chil-
dren are too young to attend kg

and wash it all out by hand
with the kids, just to prove
that I could. Also, sometimes
in the afternoons we get to
take one of the kids out all by
themselves. This usually
makes them think that they
have died and gone to heaven.
Having undivided attention
from an adult causes each
child to feel so special and
they just eat it up. We

school, but while the babies
sleep the "big" kids have a school of their
own. They learn to color and count, run and
jump in response to the . whistle, and they
love it when they're rewarded with smiles and
words of affirmation. Here the volunteers
have the incredible blessing of loving on
some of the sweetest babies in the world. I'm
not sure who has the most fun, the kids or
the volunteers. There's just something about

volunteers kind of enjoy being
heroes for a little while too. ;-)

So, a typical day for a volunteer contains
moments of frustration that are usually more
than made up for by smiles and hugs. Plus we
get the blessing of knowing that as we care for
"the least of these" we are ministering to the
Lord Jesus Himself. When you think about it
that way, this is the best job in the world! ¥

Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves.
James M. Barrie
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