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God has blessed us tremendously in so many 

ways at Casa de Amor. Looking back over the 

past twelve months, I am awed at how far God 

has brought us and the favor He continues to 

pour upon us. A few of my favorites:  
 

• My family relocating to Bolivia to serve 

with us in the ministry. What a change for 

the better! 
 

• The privilege of being front row witnesses 

to the joy of three international adoptions 

with more soon to come! 
 

• Meeting so many wonderful people, both 

Bolivians and internationals, who come to 

serve with us and make such an impact on 

Casa de Amor. 
 

• Watching the vision and ministry of Casa 

de Amor II continue to develop and  

improve, not to mention watching the kids 

grow! 
 

• Seeing God continue to provide every 

month which means we never have to say 

no to a child due to lack of funds 

(currently 27 make their home with us) 
 

• Not only keeping a good reputation with 

the local government and court but even 

hearing the comment “best homes in 

Cochabamba”. 
 

Along with so many joys and privileges, there 

are always challenges that keep us on our knees 

and aware of how much we need God and  

others. God has taught me so many things 

through sicknesses and difficulties with the 

kids, crash courses on the world of  

Cochabamba’s street population, social strife 

in Bolivia, discouraging paperwork roadblocks, 

coming to the brink of burn out but recovering 

with great advice and support, watching my 

family sell out in Texas and move, and so many 

other circumstances, but how faithful He has 

been!  

Thank you for your continued support and 

may “God be merciful to us and bless us, and 

cause His face to shine upon us, that His way 

may be known on earth, His salvation among 

all nations (Psalm 67:1-2).” 

Many BlessingsMany Blessings  
                        By Jennifer Thompson 

I will praise you, oh Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of all your marvelous works. Psalm 9:1 



Here at Casa de Amor, we often say how 
we wish there were TWO Saríns in the 
world! With a personality as unique as her 
name, we would hire another in a  
heartbeat. Sarín arrived to us by knocking 
on our door one day seeking work. No one 
really remembers how she found us, but the  
wonderful thing is she not only passed the 
initial trial period, she quickly flourished in 
her role as mother to many babies and is 
now a shift supervisor. Before Casa de 
Amor, Sarín worked long hours in a shoe 
factory sewing leather pieces together… 
which she reports was VERY boring. Sarín 
is completely a “people person”! Together 
we thank God for bringing her to us to so 
joyfully love on our babies.   
 
Describe your relationship with  
the Lord  
 I already knew Him but when I met 
everyone here I got to know Him  
better and it was so beautiful because He 
illuminates my life, my heart, and my soul. 
It is a great honor to know Him, to go  
forward with His blessing. 

Tell us about your family 
 My husband is an understanding  
person, caring, and willing to help. My two 
kids are some of the most beautiful things that 
Jesus has given me in the course of my life. 
They are neat kids. Jesus has given me a  
family and we are very happy. I love my  
husband and my little sprouts, too.  
 
Describe your work in Casa de Amor as 
caregiver to the kids 
 I would describe myself as a person 
that teaches the kids with love. I understand 
them in their difficult moments and I have to 
have a lot of patience so that they can under-
stand me and learn more. I like to be caring, 
laugh, sing, and be happy together with them. 
 
Why do you enjoy working with  
the children at Casa de Amor? 
 Because I love kids! God gave me a 
gift to work with them and put a grain of sand 
towards their life’s formation. I want them to 
be children for good in society.  
 
Thank you, Sarín, and many blessings! 
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“I like to be  
caring, 

laugh, sing, 
and be 
happy  

together with 
them.”  

SarinSarinSarinSarin    

Meet Sarín HerreraMeet Sarín Herrera  

Caring for the kids with lots of  joy at Casa de Amor’s Baby HomeCaring for the kids with lots of  joy at Casa de Amor’s Baby Home  

Top 10 Reasons to be a Casa de Amor Volunteer 
By Amber Miller 

 
10. It's pure and undefiled religion (James 1:27) 
9. All people should have to change at least one diaper in their life 
8. Baby smiles are out of this world! 
7. Being the mediator between two 8 year olds is great practice if you plan on    
being a politician 
6. Silvia and Zulema can cook up the best food you've ever eaten 
5. You get the chance to minister to Jesus (Matthew 18:5) 
4. All those runny noses will give you an immune system that can't be beaten 
3. Being a hero to a little girl or boy is something special.....and humbling 
2. You get to act like a little kid...and no one thinks you're weird ;-) 
 
And #1: Because watching a child's face as years of fear and hurt melt away in 
the presence of unconditional love is PRICELESS! 
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“For one thing 
there is no such 

thing as ‘normal’ 
when you have a 
dozen or more 

children running 
around.” 

What happens on a normal day at Casa de 

Amor? Well, for one thing there is no such 

thing as "normal" when you have a dozen or 

more children running around. The most you 

can hope for is "not 

too crazy". But there 

are some things that 

are a part of each 

day and can help 

give people an idea 

of what we do..... 

 

In one home, the 

older children  

typically go to 

school in the  

mornings. That 

means that the 

younger ones get 

to receive a little 

more attention for a few hours. They learn 

how to draw or cut paper (and sometimes 

they apply that last skill to their hair as well) 

and usually have several hard lessons each day 

in how to share with others. It's a great time 

for volunteers to just love on 

the kids that are there and 

make them feel important by 

letting them help with  

projects like making cookies 

or sweeping, or even cleaning 

their room. (Hint: Don't ever 

let the kids think they're  

working or you've lost them!) 

 

In the other house the chil-

dren are too young to attend 

school, but while the babies 

sleep the "big" kids have a school of their 

own. They learn to color and count, run and 

jump in response to the tia's whistle, and they 

love it when they're rewarded with smiles and 

words of affirmation. Here the volunteers 

have the incredible blessing of loving on 

some of the sweetest babies in the world. I'm 

not sure who has the most fun, the kids or 

the volunteers. There's just something about 

holding a little warm body that worships 

you......it can make a horrible day turn into 

something wonderful. Of course, along with 

the fun part comes other not-so-fun jobs: 

mountains of cloth diapers to scrub,  

hundreds of runny 

noses to wipe (not 

really, but in the winter 

it seems that way!) ,  

messes to clean up, and 

disagreements to settle. 

But generally the good 

outweighs the bad and 

you just remember the 

smiles of the kids. 

 

Afternoons include 

naptimes for nearly 

everyone, and 

chores for some of 

the older children. 

It's sort of humbling to watch a seven-year-old 

wash all her dirty clothes by hand knowing 

that you complain sometimes about having to 

wash yours...with a washing machine. I  

actually had to go get my laundry one time 

and wash it all out by hand 

with the kids, just to prove 

that I could. Also, sometimes 

in the afternoons we get to 

take one of the kids out all by 

themselves. This usually 

makes them think that they 

have died and gone to heaven. 

Having undivided attention 

from an adult causes each 

child to feel so special and 

they just eat it up. We  

volunteers kind of enjoy being 

heroes for a little while too. ;-) 

 

So, a typical day for a volunteer contains  

moments of frustration that are usually more 

than made up for by smiles and hugs. Plus we 

get the blessing of knowing that as we care for 

"the least of these" we are ministering to the 

Lord Jesus Himself. When you think about it 

that way, this is the best job in the world! 

Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others cannot keep it from themselves.  
James M. Barrie 

A Day in the Life of  a VolunteerA Day in the Life of  a Volunteer   
By Amber Miller, CDA Volunteer CoordinatorBy Amber Miller, CDA Volunteer Coordinator 
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Casa de Amor 
PO Box 3201 
McKinney, TX 75070 

 
Jennifer Thompson 

Founder/Director 
Casilla 2302 

Cochabamba, CBBA, Bolivia 
Phone: 443-2526 
Cell: 714-20051 

Jennifer@casadeamor.org 

 

 
 

Donations 
GOAL  

PO Box 3201 
McKinney, TX, 75070, USA 

Questions: 
972-562-4496 

Glenda@casadeamor.org 
 
 

How to Contact Us 

www.casadeamor.org 

Casa de Amor (“House of Love” in Spanish) Children’s Homes are a ministry of GOAL (Global Orphan Assistance 
League) dedicated to reaching out to children in need in the impoverished South American country of Bolivia. Casa de 
Amor I receives babies ages newborn-3 years of age. Children ages 3-10 live in Casa de Amor II. Since our greatest desire 
is to “turn the hearts of the fathers toward their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers (Malachi 4:6)”, 
we pursue family reunification first and foremost. For those children who do not have family or will not return to them, 
we process adoption paperwork with the government and court or plan for the child’s eventual move to Casa de Amor II.   


