
� s hard as I tried to imagine what living here 
to open Casa de Amor would be like, it has 
been a greater adventure than my wildest 
dreams! It has been 24/7 constant activity, with 
countless decisions and meetings in a relatively 
new language and culture. The better I learn the 
bus system and Spanish, the easier it becomes 
even though challenges remain! Within the first 
few weeks of being here, I managed to get  
involved with almost every activity or outreach 
of Cochabamba International Church,          
especially with the praise team (an unexpected 
blessing for me!) and teaching English to kids. 

Other highlights each week include  
volunteering at the one main baby home in the 
area, helping a private Christian school give 
baths each Saturday afternoon to babies/young   
children who live on the streets, and visiting 
other churches and ministries. And, of course, 
Spanish classes several mornings each week. 
 
Then there is Casa de Amor! Staff hiring 
alone has been a challenge, to say the least. 
For four months Mary and I have worked   
constantly on interviewing the many people 

 
(Continued on page 3) 
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that have come our way. I’ve spent many hours tweaking job descriptions, setting salaries, learning Bolivian laws, organizing the 
staff accountability structure, working with different schedules that also utilize our volunteers, and creating policies and procedures.  
 
And of course…construction! Supervising that alone is almost another full time job, but hallelujah, we near the end!! At the time of 
writing, we are only waiting for the installation of the hot water heaters before moving in. Carpenters also continue to work inside 
and seamstresses work on the curtains, but otherwise, we are finally very close! Every week we make trips in Jose’s truck (the 
evangelism pastor for HOH) to carry out furniture, mattresses, or other large items. The final details have taken more time and 
money than we anticipated, but I suppose that is common with any construction project, and overall everything has gone very well.  
 
There is a special urgency to our work because already several babies are waiting to come to us when we are ready. Please pray for 
our inspection towards the end of November to receive approval to open by the governing authority over child welfare. There is no 
doubt that the home is absolutely beautiful (the enthusiastic comment of ALL who visit) and will be a wonderful, well-equipped 
place to serve families here. Our commitment to the family as the best place for children has been met with much enthusiasm by all 
we share it with. This is always a great encouragement, since it is a harder—but much better—route in the long run! 
 
In the midst of this constant struggle to stay on top of everyone working for us and everything being done, I was very impacted by a 
question in a Bible study recently. Do I fight my “battles” alone, do I ask God to fight with  me (sounds good, right?), or do I trust 
in God alone for the victory?! I have been encouraged by verses such as this one in Exodus: “The Lord will fight for you, and you 
shall hold your peace (14:14)”, and Deuteronomy 20:3-4 as we prepare to take in children and all that they are battling: “Hear, O 
Israel: Today you are on the verge of battles with your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble or 
be terrified because of them. For the Lord your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.” 
What a perfect setting for me to learn this lesson! When the many details of starting a ministry in a foreign country threaten to  
overwhelm me, I must immediately go to the Lord and place it all in His more than capable hands. I am also strengthened by the 
reminders of all those supporting me and this work, and that this is exactly where God wants me now. Thank you for standing with 
us in the front lines of prayer as we go forth in the Lord’s power! 
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